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Truth, Justice and Reconciliation in
Colombia
The signing of the peace agreements between the Fuerzas Armadas Revolu-
cionarias de Colombia—Ejército del Pueblo (FARC—EP) and the Colom-
bian Government in late November 2016 has generated new prospects for
peace in Colombia, opening up the possibility of redressing the harm inﬂicted
on Colombians by Colombians.
Talking about peace and transitional justice requires us to think about how
to operationalize peace agreements to promote justice and peaceful coex-
istence. This volume brings together reﬂections by Colombian academics and
practitioners alongside pieces provided by researchers and practitioners in
other countries where transitional justice initiatives have taken place (notably
Bosnia and Herzegovina, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Peru). This volume
has been written in the south, by the south, for the south.
The book engages with the challenges that lie ahead for future generations
of Colombians. Rivers of ink have dealt with the end goals of transitional
justice, but victims require us to take the quest for human rights beyond the
normative realm of theorizing justice and into the practical realm of engaging
how to implement justice initiatives.
The tension between theory—the legislative frameworks guaranteeing
human rights—and practice—the realization of these ideas—will frame
Colombia’s success (or failure) in consolidating the implementation of the
peace agreements with the FARC-EP.
Fabio Andrés Díaz Pabón is a Colombian political scientist. He is a Research
Associate at the Department of Political and International Studies at Rhodes
University in South Africa and a Researcher at the International Institute of
Social Studies, Erasmus University Rotterdam, Netherlands. Fabio works at
the intersection between theory and practice, and his research interests are
related to state strength, civil war, conﬂict and protests in the midst of glo-
balization. In addition to his academic publications, his analysis has been
published by Al Jazeera, Time, The Conversation, Los Angeles Times, and
Warscapes among others.
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Europa Perspectives in Transitional Justice
The Europa Perspectives in Transitional Justice series from Routledge, edited
by Professor Tim Murithi, provides a platform for innovative research and
analysis of concepts, strategies and approaches to dealing with the past in
deeply divided societies worldwide. The series encourages multidisciplinary
scholarship on issues relating to reconciliation and how it is enhanced by
eﬀorts to promote redress and achieve socio-economic justice. The series aims
to provide an invaluable resource for academics, policymakers, peace practi-
tioners, researchers and all those interested in issues relating to addressing the
deep-seated divisions within countries and communities. It also aims to pro-
pose forward-looking recommendations on how to achieve societal
transformation.
The series comprises individual and edited volumes which provide analysis
of transitions taking place at the global, regional and country levels, as well
as engaging with thematic issues in the broad ﬁeld of transitional justice and
reconciliation.
Tim Murithi is Extraordinary Professor of African Studies at the Centre for
African Studies, University of the Free State, and also Head of the Justice
and Reconciliation in Africa Programme at the Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation in Cape Town, South Africa. He has more than 21 years of
experience in the ﬁelds of peacebuilding, governance, international justice and
security in Africa. He sits on editorial boards and advisory panels for the
Journal of Peacebuilding and Development, African Journal of Conﬂict
Resolution, the Africa Peace and Conﬂict Journal and the journal Peace-
building. He is author and editor of eight books; in addition he has authored
more than 75 journal articles, book chapters and policy papers.
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